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out on Facebook 
and Twitter . . .

will be produced monthly as a service 
to district residents, taxpayers, students, 
parents, and employees. Staff members 
and others can submit information 
on significant events via e-mail to 
the designated reporter for their 
building by the following deadline(s):
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The staff listed below act as reporters 
for their buildings or departments.

Elementary School
Elizabeth Sinski, 

BethAnne Common and Jessica Stack

Secondary School
Mary Ellen O'Connell, 

Lillian Hall and Kasey Riley

Additional Staff
Dawn Youmans, District Office

Lenore Braunscheidel, Guidance
Jeffrey Joslyn, Music

Erica Aftuck, Athletic Schedules
Mary VanEtten, Special Services

To submit information or offer con-
structive suggestions for improvement, 
please contact the reporter for your 
building or department.  Remember, 
these "reporters" can't "report" what 
they don't know -- so please, keep them 
informed.

School will be closed April 11-15 for Spring Break!

Please note that due to the use of a snow day, Please note that due to the use of a snow day, 
SCHOOL WILL BE IN SESSION ON SCHOOL WILL BE IN SESSION ON 

FRIDAY, MAY 27th. Thank you!FRIDAY, MAY 27th. Thank you!

Important Dates
04/05/22 BOE Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Elementary School Multi-

Purpose Room
04/11-15/22 No School – Spring Break

04/19/22 BOE Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Elementary School Multi-
Purpose Room

4/20/22 Secondary School, 3rd Semester Report Cards 
available on Parent Portal

05/03/22 Annual District Budget Meeting, 6 p.m., 
Elementary School Multi-Purpose Room

05/03/22 BOE Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Elementary School Multi-
Purpose Room

05/17/22 Budget Vote, 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. Riverside Lobby 
Secondary School

05/17/22 BOE Meeting, 9:15 p.m., Secondary School STEAM 
Space
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April 11-15 No School – Spring Break (The guidance office will be closed during the break)

April 18 School Resumes

April 18 Grades 6-12 marking period 3 report card period ends.	

April 20	 Grades 6-12 marking period 3 report cards are available on the parent portal.

April 25	 Senior Data Information sheets turned in to the guidance office.

May 2-13	 Advanced Placement Exams.

May 6 Registration deadline for the June 11, 2022 ACT College Entrance Exam to be given at WSS.  
Apply online at www.act.org.

May 18 Grades 6-12 marking period 4 progress report period ends.

May 20 Grades 6-12 marking period 4 progress report cards are available on the parent portal.

May 20 Late registration deadline for the June 11, 2022 ACT College Entrance Exam.

May 30	 No School – Memorial Day Holiday

Guidance News
IMPORTANT CALENDAR DATES

Class of 2022 Scholarship Deadlines
April 1        Allegany County Counselors’ Association Scholarships
April 1        Farm Credit East Scholarship  
April 13      NYWEA Western Chapter College Scholarship
April 15      Civil Engineering/Land Surveying Scholarship
April 22      Immaculate Conception Altar & Rosary Scholarship 
April 25      Senior Data Sheets due
April 30      Friends of Allegany Arc Scholarship
May 1         Karen Kunz Memorial Scholarship
May 1         Allegany County Fire Chief’s Association Scholarships
May 6         American Legion Scholarship Trust 
May 15       David Wallace Memorial Scholarship
May 31       Olean Kennel Club Scholarship

For more information on these and any scholarships, please see your 
counselor or inquire at the Counseling Office. Many local scholarship 
applications are available in the spring.  
Seniors: Please check your email and mailboxes for your calendar of 
important dates, deadlines and list of scholarship opportunities

Scholarship Program
Each year in March, we begin 

preparation for our Senior Scholarship 
Night, held in June. Most scholarships 
and awards given to seniors by 
local families or organizations are 
announced at this celebration.

The cost of post-secondary 
education has risen dramatically over 
the past few years. A contribution to 
WSS Scholarship Funds gives the 
message to our graduates that we 
appreciate their hard work and want 
to help with their education.

Local citizens, community-service 
groups, organizations, employers, and 
families are encouraged to continue this 
outpouring of support for our young 
people by adding to or establishing 
a new scholarship fund.  This may 
be done at any time throughout the 
year.  Any amount may be donated 
to a scholarship simply by sending a 
check to the “WSS Scholarship Fund” 
at the District Office, 126 West State 
Street, Wellsville, NY  14895. Please 

designate to which fund you would like your check credited.  You may also set up 
a new fund at anytime by simply calling the Guidance Office at 585-596-2160.



The Overview	 3	 April 2022

Seniors, please remember to turn in your senior data sheets to the Guidance 
Office no later than, Monday, April 25th.  Blank senior data sheets are available 
in the Guidance Office or on the school website.  These sheets are very important 
to seniors in order to be considered for any local scholarships.  If you have any 
questions concerning these sheets please see guidance.

More Important Information for Seniors (Class of 2022)

•	 Complete your Senior Data Sheet carefully and neatly and return it to the Guidance 
Office by April 25th.

•	 Neatness Counts!  We cannot overemphasize this point.  Write down all of your 
activities (but be scrupulously honest), and write legibly and neatly in black ink.  The 
Senior Data Sheet is how our community’s scholarship donors will perceive you.  Do 
not attach pages.

•	 Boys:  When you turn 18, remember to register for Selective Service online at  
www.sss.gov

•	 Please inform the Guidance Office of your post high school graduation plans, college 
acceptances, scholarship opportunities, job offers, etc.

•	 Check with your chosen college now if you need tuition assistance.
•	 Please do not count on local scholarships to underwrite a majority of your college costs.  

These one-time awards may help pay for some books and perhaps a small portion of 
tuition.  You should already have a financial plan in place.

•	 Do your very best these last few months!  Your senior year grades are important.  
A final transcript will be mailed to your college in early July.

Start doing college research now!  
Visit prospective colleges! Many 
scholarships given in the fall and 
spring of next year are based on your 
community service hours.  Remember 
to complete your student activities 
form, update it when needed and return 
it to the guidance office. Always do 
your best in your schoolwork! Your 
final three-year average will determine 
class rank, which is recorded on your 
high school transcript and needed for 
college and scholarship applications 
during your senior year.

News for JuniorsReminder to Seniors & Parents

AwardsAwards

Awards Continued on Pg. 4

Ceramic Association Of New York Scholastic Recognition Award

Hua Qi Zhang has been chosen to receive the Kazuo Inamori School of Engineering/
Ceramic Association of New York Scholastic Recognition Award for high school juniors.  
Encouraging students to pursue careers in science and engineering is critical to our nation’s 
future in the global economy.

Engineering requires mathematical abilities and scientific knowledge. It has become 
increasingly important in engineering to have strong communication skills. This award is 
given to recognize a junior who demonstrates a solid mathematical and scientific background 
while also excelling in English.

Alfred University “Outside of Ordinary” Scholars

Alfred University is excited to announce the Alfred University “Out of Ordinary” Scholars 
Award.  One current junior from every high school in New York State will be eligible for 
a scholarship of $30,000 per year or $18,000 per year depending on the program they are 
enrolling in.  The recipient from WSS is Destiny Hodgkins.
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Wells College 21ST Century Leadership Award Announced

	 Recognizing the need for ethical leadership, Wells 
College presents the 21st Century Leadership Award to high 
school juniors who demonstrate leadership ability in high school 
and community activities and exhibit academic excellence.  
Recipients are nominated by their school counselor and the 
administration in the spring of their junior year and are then 
recognized by the Admissions Committee.  The 21st Century 
Leadership Award program is designed to honor these students 
and grant them a $40,000 Scholarship for Leaders ($10,000 per 
year) for four years of study at Wells College.

The nominees must carry a cumulative average of at least 90% throughout high school.  Wellsville Secondary School 
nominates Sarah Cook and Sara Reitz, to receive the 21st Century Leadership Award at Wells College. 

Sage Awards Announced

Ashden Hyslip and Isabelle Sparatta, Class of 2023, have been 
named the “Student Sage” from Wellsville Secondary School.  The 
“Student Sage Award” enables high schools to honor juniors from 
their school community with this nomination.  Recipients of the 
award will receive a certificate of nomination and an invitation 
to The Sage College Student Sage Scholars’ Reception during 
his/her senior year.  Upon admission, the student nominees will 
be eligible for a scholarship to Russell Sage College. Confirmed 
nominees will receive a scholarship of at least $16,000 per year 
to attend Sage College.

Elmira College Key Award

WSS is proud to announce the recipients of the Elmira College 
Key Award, from the Class of 2023, they are Isabelle Hart and 
Grace Stonemetz. The Key Award, sponsored by the Elmira 
College Alumni Association, has been awarded to fine students 
since 1935.  The award of merit is presented to outstanding high 
school juniors in the top of their class with a minimum cumulative 
average of 90%.  Candidates must also demonstrate school and 
community leadership.  

A Key Award winner receives an $80,000 tuition scholarship 
over a four-year period, $20,000 per year, upon enrolling at 

Elmira College.  The award is renewable each year with an academic average of 3.0 or higher.  Recipients attending 
Elmira College are also honored in the fall of their freshman year by the Alumni Association and are presented with 
the prestigious Elmira College Key.

Left: Isabelle Hart, Right: Grace Stonemetz

Awards Continued

Left: Ashden Hyslip, Right: Isabella Sparatta

Left: Sarah Cook, Right: Sara Reitz
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Wellsville Elementary School has a 
new way to encourage students to read.  The 
new addition of an Inchy the Bookworm 
machine was unveiled to students prior to 
February break, this machine dispenses 
books to students. Instead of money, 
students enter a token for doing something 
positive, showing school PRIDE or winning 
a contest.  Ms. Sinski, Elementary School 
Principal stated, “When I first learned 
about the book vending machine from a 
promotional piece, I got really excited and 
knew we needed 
this for the WES 
building.” 

With the help of the PTA, Wellsville Elementary 
has worked hard, over the past couple of years, to 
obtain books that students are interested in.  We 
look forward to giving out many more book tokens 
to students throughout the remainder of the school 
year. 

The Wellsville Central School Board of Education announces two school 
board vacancies expiring on June 30, 2022.  These vacancies are for three-year 
terms and will expire June 30, 2025.  Anyone interested in running for the school 
board can pick up a petition at the District Office located in the Secondary 
School Complex at 126 West State Street in Wellsville.  The petition requires 
signatures of twenty-five (25) qualified voters of the district, and must be filed 
with the District Clerk at least thirty (30) days prior to the budget vote on May 
17, 2022.  The last day petitions can be accepted is April 18, 2022.  Please direct 
any questions you may have to Dawn Youmans, District Clerk at 596-2170.  

To qualify for membership on the school board, the following 
conditions must be met:

•	 Must be able to read and write.
•	 Must be a qualified voter of the district; that is, a citizen of the United States, at least 

18 years of age or older, and not adjudged to be an incompetent.
•	 Must be and have been a resident (but need not be a taxpayer) of the district for a 

continuous and uninterrupted period of at least one year immediately before election.
•	 May not have been removed from any school district office within the preceding year.
•	 May not reside with another member of the same school board as a member of the 

same family.
•	 May not be a current employee of the school board.
•	 May not simultaneously hold another incompatible public office.

Absentee ballots may be applied 
for at the office of the School 
District Clerk, Dawn Youmans, at 
126 West State St., Wellsville, NY 
at least seven days before the date 
of the budget vote (May 17, 2022) 
if the ballot is to be mailed to the 
voter, or the day before the budget 
vote if the ballot is to be issued 
to the voter in person. Absentee 
ballots may not be mailed by the 
District Clerk earlier than 30 
days before the vote.  An absentee 
ballot must reach the office of the 
District Clerk, 126 West State St., 
Wellsville, NY not later than 5:00 
p.m. on the day of the budget vote 
(May 17, 2022).

Military voters who are not 
currently registered may apply to 
register as a qualified voter of the 
School District, if they meet the 
criteria for same. Military voters, 
as defined by Education Law 2018-
d, may request an application to 
register as a qualified voter from 
the District Clerk. Military voter 
registration application forms must 
be received in the office of the 
District Clerk no later than 5:00 
p.m. on the twenty-sixth (26th) day 
before the election (May 17, 2022).  
A military voter may designate a 
preference to receive a military 
voter registration, military ballot 
application or military ballot by 
mail, facsimile transmission or 
electronic mail in their request for 
such registration, ballot application, 
or ballot. Such designation shall 
remain in effect until revoked or 
changed by the military voter.

Two Vacancies on the Board of Education Absentee Ballots

Inchy the Book Worm
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Elementary News
First Grade

First Graders spent some time learning about Astronomy. After this unit 
was complete, they were able to make their very own constellation t-shirts! 
First, they had to draw, color, and name their constellations. Then, they had to 
take a picture of their drawings. Finally, they learned how to use the Garment 
Printer to create  t-shirts using their constellation drawings. They had a great 
time with this process! Mrs. Caitlin Bowen worked with the teachers and the 
students to help make this project possible.

READ ACROSS AMERICA

In honor of Read Across America week, Wednesday 
March 2nd was Community Reader Day at the Wellsville 
Elementary School.  Throughout the day students enjoyed 
their favorite stories being read aloud by different school 
visitors, like Officer Green. Some classrooms also listened 
to stories over Zoom from readers that couldn’t be with us in 
person. Wellsville Senior students were among the visitors. 
We had 22 Seniors visit many of the classrooms! They did 
a wonderful job modeling reading with expression and 
adding to the excitement of Read Across America Week for 
our youngest students. We also enjoyed outside community 
members from school board members to retired teachers. 
What a fun-filled day of reading!   
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Secondary News

We in the Environmental Science class have recently done some recycling work 
for our community. We collected old electronics to keep them out of our landfills so 
we can help our community and, most importantly, our earth. REACT E-Cycling out 
of Horseheads, NY came and collected the items we received. They will break down 
the electronics and sell them to various locations to be recycled into new components 
for other electronics. We collected just under 1,000 pounds (half ton) of electronics 
that will not go into the landfills or environment. Thank you to all the faculty and 
staff that donated items! We hope to hold this recycling drive again. 

As we continue to examine ways to help our community and environment, we 
turned our attention to bats. Bats are going through a major population reduction 
primarily due to movies depicting them in a negative manner. Their habitats and food 
are being destroyed, primarily caused by us humans. Did you know thousands of bats 
are killed by humans alone? Not only is this bad for the bats, but also for humans. 
Bats provide so much for our ecosystem such as seed distribution, insect population control, pollination of many different plants and 
crop fertilization. Bats are one of the most misunderstood species in the world. We will be providing 17 bat houses throughout our area.  
These homes will allow the bats to have a warm and safe location to sleep when they return from their winter migration in the south.  
If you happen to come upon a bat house or see bats flying around, don’t try to harm them, just let them be, as they do a wonderful job 
for the environment on a daily basis. 

Environmental Science

WLCS Robotics Qualify for Northern NYS Championships!
The Wellsville Robotics Team began their third season of 

competition this past fall for this year’s game, “Tipping Point.” 
Tipping Point is played on a 12’x12’ square field, with teams 
competing in matches that consist of a fifteen-second Autonomous 
Period (programmed to move without driver control), followed by 
a one minute and forty-five second Driver Controlled Period. The 
object of the game is to attain a higher score than the opposing 
Alliance by scoring rings, moving mobile goals to alliance zones, 
and by elevating robots on platforms at the end of a match.

On February 12th, both Wellsville teams competed in a 
Regional Qualifying event at Canaseraga CSD against some 
tough competition from all across New York State. Despite Team 
68922B losing in the quarterfinals, the team was noticed in several 

areas and came away with the most prestigious award given out at each VEX Robotics competition: The Excellence Award. This award is 
presented to a team that exemplifies overall excellence in building a high-quality robotics program. The team is determined to be a strong 
contender in numerous award categories in the eyes of the judges, including the quality of their Engineering Notebook, their ranking 
for other judged awards, their ranking in the Skills Challenge, the quality of their interview with the judges, and overall team conduct 
and interaction. The earning of the Excellence Award automatically qualified the team for the Northern New York State Championships.

Four days later, both teams competed at another Regional Qualifying event at Cuba-Rushford CSD. Both teams performed extremely 
well, finishing in 2nd and 8th place amongst the 22 teams from Allegany and Cattaraugus counties during qualifying matches. Both 
teams excelled in the quarterfinals and semifinals, with Team 68922B making it all the way to the finals, only to lose a close match to an 
alliance of teams from Cuba-Rushford. During the awards ceremony, Team 68922B walked away with their second Excellence Award 
in five days! Team 14895A had an impressive showing in the Skills Competition, narrowly missing the top score. In the days following 
the competition, Team 14895A learned that their high score in the Skills Challenge would qualify them for the State Championships as 
well, resulting in both Wellsville teams taking two of the only fifty-five qualification sports for the State Championships!

The 9th Annual Northern New York State VEX High School Championships will be held at The Oncenter Nicholas J. Pirro Convention 
Center in Syracuse on Saturday, March 12. The Wellsville Robotics Team is made up of the following members: Ben Jordan (Driver of 
Team 68922B), Kavan O’Grady (Driver of Team 14895A), Jack Jordan (Lead Programmer/Drive Team), Luke Zakel (Lead Engineer/
Drive Team), Eli Brophy (Lead Engineer/Scout Team), Matt Bittel (Design Team/Drive Team), Cooper Brockway (Engineering Notebook/
Drive Team), Mr. Skrzynski (Coach), Mrs. Bowen (Adviser).
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Mansfield University is again hosting 
the Master-Grasshopper exhibition at the 
Loomis Gallery. This year, ceramic work 
from junior Macey Wyant and sophomore 
Brooklyn Burdick, along with a painting by 
junior Ava Billings, will be included in this 
show which opens April 4 and runs until 
April 28 .

Student artwork always adorns the halls and lobby at the Secondary School, but this 
spring, students’ work is gaining a wider audience in competitions and in college galleries. 

Recently, ceramic work by junior Joseph Mariotti and a color theory painting by freshman 
Janessa Hirt were displayed at the Regional High School Art Show at the Rochester Institute 
of Technology’s Bevier Gallery.

Senior Evan McDowell’s graphic artwork was chosen to be included in this year’s design 
for the Allegany County Schools Music Association (ACSMA) All-County Honors Festival 
T-shirt Design Contest.  

ART NEWS

Left: Joseph Mariotti Right: Janessa Hirt
Wellsville students, along with students from Lockport, submitted designs 

for the 16th Mission patch to accompany the science experiment created by 
Serena Boussa, Eli Brophy, Ben Jordan, and Aidan Jadwin that is heading 
to the International Space Station later this year. Wellsville senior Kaelyn 
Crawford and Lockport freshman Abby Shortridge had the winning design. 
Wellsville senior Evan McDowell and fifth grader Jesselynn Williams were 
also recognized for their design submissions.

Left: Macey Wyant Right: Brooklyn Burdick

St. Bonaventure’s Quick Art Center will be having a juried show of area high school work. This show opens April 4 and runs until 
May 15. Some of the artwork to be considered comes from seniors Michaela Cawley, Cheyene Dickerson, and Hannah Taggart;  juniors 
Grace Stonemetz, Sara McCormick, and Ava Billings;  sophomores; Brazen Beckwith, Ella Kane, and Nathaniel Flansburg and freshmen 
Mckenna Wonderling, Alana Case, Cheyenne (Vinny) Dickerson and Shayla Cowan.

Michaela Cawley

Cheyene DickersonHannah Taggart Anna Mercier

The Wellsville Creative Arts Center will be having a show of local students artwork 
from April 3 until May 1. The Wellsville District Annual Art Show will again be at the David 
A. Howe Public Library from Thursday, May 19 until Thursday June 2.  This is always 
a well-received exhibition including student work from all grades here at the district. An 
opening reception may be announced at a later date.

Lastly, the senior art show will occur on the secondary campus with an opening 
reception Tuesday, June 7 from 4:30 to 6:00 PM. It will remain up until graduation.  

Ella Kane

McKenna Wonderling

Nathaniel Flansburg
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Wellsville Central Schools
126 West State Street
Wellsville, NY 14895

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Al Mosher, President
Bryan Gamache
Heather Gill
Kristopher Green
Rex Olson
Keith Loines
Steven Pettenati
Dawn Youmans, District Clerk

CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION
David Foster, Superintendent of Schools
Emily Peavey, School Business Executive
Mary VanEtten, Director of Special Education
Kathleen Agnello, Coordinator of Curriculum, Instruction and Technology
Mary Ellen O'Connell, Secondary School Principal
Jason Mank, Secondary School Assistant Principal
Aaron Brubaker, Secondary School Assistant Principal
Elizabeth Sinski, Elementary School Principal
Nate Kewley, Elementary School Assistant Principal

WCS Mission Statement 
"Our mission is to prepare our students to be successful,  contributing members of their 

communities through excellence in education."
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