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“Overture,  
Curtain, Lights!” 
— A Year in 
Review
By Diane Willard, Wellsville Theatre  
Program Producer

The 2016-2017 school year was terrific 
for theatre at Wellsville Secondary School.  
Our productions won awards both locally and 
across the state.  The year was probably best 
summed up by Junior Byron Grover, who de-
clared, “The Wellsville Theatre Program this 
year has provided a wonderful opportunity for 
students in grades 6-12, as well as faculty, to 
test their skills and grow both as performers 
and as people.”

The year began with an evening of one 
act plays titled “Random Acts of Human 
Kind[ness].”  The week before the show 
opened, an adjudicator from the Theatre As-
sociation of New York State (TANYS) came to 
a dress rehearsal to evaluate the one act plays 
to see if any would qualify for performance at 
the TANYS State Theatre Festival.  The play 
titled Flyboy was selected to be performed at 
the festival on November 19.  It is the first 
time ever Wellsville Central School has been 
invited to perform at this festival and it was 
the first time in 20 years any high school in 
NYS was selected for the honor.  It was an 
incredible experience and the cast did a won-
derful job.  In the end, the performance won 
two excellence awards at the state level, one 

for ensemble performance and one for light-
ing.  Only five of the plays performed at the 
festival received awards of any kind, so this 
was quite an honor, especially considering 
the other shows were performed by either 
college or community theatre groups.  

Senior Shannon Migliore recalled, 
“Going to festival competition was exciting 
but nerve-racking.  Not only did we get to 
perform our own show in a different space 
with a theatre-savvy audience, we also got to 
watch some amazing theatre as other groups 
performed as well.”

In addition to the honor of going to festi-
val, the TANYS adjudicator gave our Random 
Acts...production several awards:

 � Meritorious Achievement in Acting 
to Ryan Ludu as Jerry and Breanna Cook 
as Arleen in Matterhorn  

 � Meritorious Achievement in 
Ensemble Performance to the Cast of The 
Audition  

The full cast from Random Acts of Human Kind[ness].  
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WCS Calendar of Events
May 26 - HALF DAY OF SCHOOL - Dismissals: Secondary - 10:40 a.m.,
 Elementary - 11:30 a.m.
May 29 - NO SCHOOL -- Memorial Day
June 1 - JUMP Day (Weather Permitting)
June 2 - JUMP Day (Make-up date, if needed)
June 2-3 - NYSSMA Solo Festival, Bolivar-Richburg
June 3 - Junior-Senior Prom & After Prom Party
June 5 - NYS Science Written Test
June 5 - BOE Meeting, Secondary School, Room 212A, 6:30 p.m.
June 6 - Senior Scholarship Night, 7 p.m., Secondary Auditorium
June 7 - An Encore Performance, 7 p.m., David A. Howe Library
June 9 - Fifth Grade Graduation, 10 a.m., Multipurpose Room
June 10 - ACT Exam
June 13-22 - Regents Exams
June 20 - Last Day at Elementary School, Dismissal 11:30 a.m.
June 20 - Elementary Report Cards Mailed
June 23 - Graduation, 7 p.m., Wesllville Secondary School
June 23 - Grades 9-12 Report Cards available on parent portal
June 26 - Grades 6-8 Report Cards Mailed
September 5 - First Day of New School Year

Vote Results 
THANK YOU, Wellsville!  We sin-

cerely appreciate the support you provide 
to our students. With your support, we are 
able to provide our students with the edu-
cation necessary to fulfill Our Mission . . . 
"To prepare our students to be successful, 
contributing members of their communities 
through excellence in education."

Budget - Passed
Bus Purchases - Passed
Public Library - Passed

BOE MEMBERS:
Alan Mosher, 3 Year Term
Constance Synakowski, 3 Year Term
George Kinnicutt, 2 Year Term

The Class of 2017 hit the Big Apple Thursday, May 18, for their senior trip.  Forty-three seniors were able to attend and explore 
the “city that never sleeps.”  It was a wonderful trip which included tours of NBC Studios, Liberty Island and the Statue of 
Liberty, Central Park, Rockefeller Center, the 9/11 Memorial and Museum, Chinatown and Little Italy, Times Square (photo on 
page 17), the Empire State Building, and Radio City Music Hall.  The seniors and chaperones also enjoyed a dinner cruise around 
Manhattan (see photo ABOVE) and seeing the musical “Chicago."  As you can see, the students had a great time exploring the city.

Senior Trip 2017
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Overture -- From Page 1

 � Excellence in Ensemble  
Performance to the cast of Flyboy

 � Excellence in Directing and The-
atre Education to Richard Hackford, 
Paul Nelson and Diane Willard for 
Random Acts of Human  Kind[ness] ... 
an Evening of One Act Plays 

When spring rolled around, it was 
time for our musical: Seussical!  This show 
was a crowd pleaser, particularly for the 
younger audience members.  Once again, a 
TANYS adjudicator came to scrutinize the 
performance.  She was amazed at the talent 
present on the stage, particularly consider-
ing how many young cast members were 
involved in the production.  This show won 
the following awards:

 � Meritorious Achievement in  
Acting to Matthew Sanders as the 
Mayor of Whoville

 � Meritorious Achievement in  
Vocal Performance to 
Shannon Migliore as the Cat in the Hat

 � Excellence in Choreography to 
Heidi Mangels

 � Excellence in Production Design 
and Execution to the Directors, Design 
Staff and Crew

One final surprising honor was be-
stowed upon us this spring.  The Wellsville 
Daily Reporter sponsored a “People’s 
Choice Award” honoring businesses and 
organizations in the area.  Wellsville Cen-
tral School was honored as the “Best Live 
Theatre” in the area.

So all in all, it has been a good year for 
theatre in Wellsville.  We continue to strive 
for high quality performances for our com-
munity and we are proud of our successes.  
We are delighted with the excellence of 
our casts and crews, staff and pit, and look 
forward to continued success in the future.

The full cast of Seussical. 

The performers from the one-act play Flyboy are shown at the state festival.  
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WCS Team Reaches Odyssey of the Mind World Finals
(Michigan State University, East Lan-

sing, Michigan) – The Wellsville Central 
School Odyssey of the Mind team participat-
ed in the 38th annual  Odyssey of the Mind 
World Finals at Michigan State University 
from May 24-27.  The Problem 5 Division 
3 team consists of Skyler Stisser, Rachael 
Ferraloro, Alysa Daily, Justin Cole, Alyssa 
Kear, Ashley Reitz, and Braden Scott.  Jen-
nifer Parks is their coach.  The teens excelled 
at the Region 19 Tournament in Wellsville 
and again at the State Tournament in Bing-
hamton, where they earned the honor to 
advance to the four-day international tourna-
ment, representing New York State.

The Wellsville team chose to tackle 
Problem 5, described as . . .

To Be Continued: A Superhero Cliff-
hanger: Creativity is being taken away from 
the world, and it is up to Odyssey teams to 
rescue it! Teams will present a humorous 
performance about an unexpected superhero 
that must save creativity. The superhero 
will change appearance when it displays 
its superpowers and go back to blending in 
with society when not. The performance will 
also include a clumsy sidekick, a nemesis 
character, a choreographed battle, and a 
cliffhanger ending.

Not only do the participants compete 
within their chosen problem, but teams 
must also perform well in a “spontaneous 
problem,” which requires them to solve a 
new problem on the spot.  The participants 
must be creative, quick-thinking and work 
well together as a team. 

Odyssey of the Mind team members 
spend months of their free time solving 
problems as well as developing teamwork 
skills, independent study skills, friendships, 
confidence, and most importantly, improv-
ing their brainstorming and problem-solving 
techniques.  Teammates learn new things 
and utilize their individual strengths to solve 
problems creatively. Teams also learn how to 
budget money as there is a cost limit set for 
each problem.  Throughout the competition 
days, wherever you look, there are imagi-
native costumes, elaborate props, dances, 
original songs and poetry, creative writing 
and more.   Tournaments are the culmination 
of months of work from students, coaches, 
parents and judges -- who all work together 
with the common goal of expressing creativ-

ity, supporting the arts and learning new 
things in a fun environment. 

It is impossible for any team to attend 
the World Finals without a tremendous 
group effort from the team members and 
coaches, as well as support from their school 
board, community, parents and families.  
Thanks to the supportive Wellsville school 
district and communities for their commit-
ment to these students.  

These local teenagers also serve as 
inspirational role models for younger stu-
dents who hope to someday repeat their 
successes.  This team has represented 
their school, community, Region 19, and 
New York State in an admirable way.  The 
team’s success would not have been possible 
without a long term commitment from their 
dedicated coach, Jennifer Parks.  Thank you 
and congratulations to all on an outstanding 
accomplishment.

Founded in 1978, Odyssey of the 
Mind is the largest international creative 
problem-solving tournament in the world.  
The program encourages students, from 
kindergarten through college, to use original 
and divergent thinking as a team sport.  Di-
vergent problems -- that is, those with more 
than one solution -- encourage students to 
learn and lead the way using 21st century 

skills.  By working in teams of up to seven 
members, participants learn teamwork, the 
appreciation and understanding of others, 
and the concept that a group is a more 
powerful thinking force than an individual. 

Over 850 teams from throughout the 
United States and 13 other countries com-
pete in Odyssey of the Mind.  Teams from 
the United States, Canada, China, South 
Korea, India, Japan, Russia, Poland, Ger-
many, Singapore, Slovakia, Switzerland, 
Italy, and Mexico traveled to Michigan State 
University, making this year’s tournament 
the largest in 38 years.

More than 20,000 students and sup-
porters, from different cultures and widely 
varying backgrounds, prove that creativity is 
universal. The high-energy tournament em-
bodies an international spirit of teamwork.  
While the competition is fierce, there is also 
a feeling of camaraderie amongst competi-
tors.  At World Finals, teams have an once-
in-a-lifetime experience to form friendships 
that span the globe, through a common goal 
of being creative and having fun.

For more information visit odys-
seyofthemind.com, nysoma.org or contact 
Jean Oliverio at jean_oliverio@caboces.org 
or 716-376-8323.

This team from Wellsville Secondary School attended the Odyssey of the Mind World 
Finals on May 24-27 at Michigan State University.
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Summer Food Service Program 

The Wellsville Central School announces its participation in the Summer Food Service Program. Meals 
will be provided to all children 18 years and under without charge. In accordance with Federal civil rights 
law and U.S. Department of Agriculture civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA its Agencies, 
offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited 
from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for 
prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.  

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights 

regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or 

administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, 

disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or 

funded by USDA. 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. 

Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) 

where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may 

contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information 

may be made available in languages other than English. 

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint 

Form (link is external), (AD-3027) found online at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html (link 

is external), and at any USDA 

office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the 

form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter 

to USDA by: 

(1)     mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 

         Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

         1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

         Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; 

(2)     fax: (202) 690-7442; or 

(3)     email: program.intake@usda.gov (link sends e-mail). 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 
 

 

 

Summer Food Service Program
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Summer Food Service Program 

 

David A. Howe Public Library 155 N Main Street, Wellsville, NY 14895 
Begin Date: 7/10/2017 
End Date: 8/18/2017 
Meals Available: Lunch 
Service Times: 11:30am- 12:30pm 
 
Wellsville Elementary School 50-98 School Street, Wellsville, NY 14895 
Begin Date: 6/26/2017 
End Date: 8/18/2017 
NO MEALS JULY 3-7 
Meals Available: Breakfast and Lunch 
Service Times: 8:30am – 10:45am, 11:00am – 12:30pm 
 
Wellsville Secondary School 126 West State Street, Wellsville, NY 14895 
Begin Date: 7/10/2017 
End Date: 8/10/2017 
Meals Available: Breakfast and Lunch 
Service Times: 8:00am – 9:30am, 11:00am- 12:30pm 
 
 
 
 

Summer Food Service Program Meal Locations

Summer Menus for Each 
Meal Location Follow 

on Next Four Pages . . .
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The individuals listed act as report-
ers for their respective buildings or 
departments.

Elementary School
Dean Giopulos and Bobbisue Louvros

Secondary School
Mary Ellen O'Connell, 

Cindy Chapman and Kasey Riley

Additional Staff
Dawn Youmans, District Office

Lenore Braunscheidel, Guidance
Jeffrey Joslyn, Music

Dennis Miles, Athletic Schedules
Mary VanEtten, Special Services

To submit information or offer con-
structive suggestions for improvement, 
please contact the reporter for your 
building or department.  Remember, 
these "reporters" can't report what 
they don't know -- so please keep them 
informed!
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Guidance News
Important Calendar Dates

June 2 - Junior/Senior Prom at the David A. Howe Library, 8 p.m. - 12 Midnight  
June 7 - Senior Art Show & Senior Dinner, 5-7 p.m.
June 7 - Senior Scholarship Night, Wellsville Secondary School Auditorium, 7:00 p.m.
June 10 - ACT College Entrance exam to be given at WSS.  Students should be at the school by 7:45 a.m.  

 Please bring your admission ticket, photo identification, two #2 pencils, and a calculator.
June 11 - Baccalaureate – 7:00 p.m. – Elementary School Multi-Purpose Room
June 12 - Last day of classes at Secondary School
June 12 - Marking Period 4 ends
June 13-22 - Regents & Exams
June 23 - Final report cards are available on the parent portal.
June 23 - Graduation – 7:00 p.m.
June 26 - July 20 - Driver Education Session I
July 10 - August 10 - BOCES Summer School Program will run at the Wellsville Secondary School Monday through Thursday  

 each week and will include two periods: 8-9:50 a.m. and 10-11:50 a.m.
July 24 - August 15 - Driver Education Session II
August 16-17 - Regents Exams

BOCES Summer School Program
High School students who fail a course or examination and do not retake it in Sum-

mer School may face spending more than four years to complete a high school diploma.  
Graduation requirements, call for additional courses to earn 22 ½ credits.  This makes it 
difficult to make up classes the following year if any courses must be repeated.  This is 
especially true for students who are working toward a vocational/technical high school 
diploma.  Please call your school counselor at 585-596-2160 if you need information 
about Summer School.

Why is Summer Reading So Important?
Did you know that reading over the 

summer is vital for students to stay on 
track with their learning?

Children who don’t read over the 
summer experience summer learning 
loss.  This means kids actually forgot 
what they have learned over the school 
year and the effect is cumulative!  Kids 
who lose reading skills over the summer 
will be two years behind their classmates 
by the end of 6th grade.

The David A. Howe Library can 
help prevent summer learning loss with 
their Summer Reading Program.  Visit 
http://www.davidahowelibrary.org/teen-
programs/childrens-programs/summer-
reading-program/ to learn more.  
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A View Toward Times Square . . . 
from the 2017 Senior Trip
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Wellsville Central Schools
126 West State Street
Wellsville, NY 14895

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Al Mosher, President
Clinton Gilkey, Vice President
Carol English
Jeffrey LaBenne
Rex Olson
Steven Pettenati
Constance Synakowski
Dawn Youmans, District Clerk

CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION
Kimberly Mueller, Superintendent of Schools
David Foster, Director of Finance and Operations
Mary VanEtten, Director of Special Education
Mariah Kramer, Director of Curriculum, Instruction & Technology
Mary Ellen O'Connell, Secondary School Principal
Elizabeth Sinski, Secondary School Assistant Principal
Jason Mank, Secondary School Assistant Principal
Dean Giopulos, Elementary School Principal
Karen Cunico, Elementary School Assistant Principal

Our Nominees for 
Davis-Foy Memorial 
Scholar-Athlete 
Award 

The Wellsville Secondary School ad-
ministration and counselors have named 
Nicholas Brown and Erin Lawson (pic-
tured AT RIGHT) as our nominees for the 
Bob Davies-Lou Foy Memorial Scholar-
Athlete Award.

The award remembers Bob Davies, a 
long-time Olean Times Herald sports writer, 
who highly valued academics and the arts, 
and Lou Foy, an athletic administrator 
both at Salamanca Central School and in 
Section 6, who took the first half of the 
phrase “student-athlete” very seriously.

Congratulations to these two outstand-
ing scholar-athletes!

will be produced monthly as a service 
to district residents, taxpayers, students, 
parents, and employees.  Staff mem-
bers and others can submit informa-
tion on significant events via e-mail 
to the designated reporter for their 
building by the following deadline(s):
July/August 2017 June 27
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