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Be sure to check us 
out on Facebook 
and Twitter . . .

BUDGET VOTE & ELECTION -- Tuesday, May 16, 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.  See pages 2-5 for more info.

Wellsville Secondary School will again 
be participating in the Rochester Institute 
of Technology’s High School Junior Awards 
Program.  The Computing Medal and Schol-
arship Program and the Award for Creativity 
and Innovation not only recognize outstanding 
high school juniors, but also highlight RIT’s 
leadership in computing education as well as 
its creative and innovative programs in many 
other disciplines ranging from engineering, 
sciences, business to design, photography, 
film and crafts.

Brandon Bailey and Isabel Mariotti, 
Class of 2018, have been nominated for the 
Rochester Institute of Technology Comput-

RIT High School Junior Award Winners shown left to right are: Brandon Bailey, Isabel 
Mariotti, Brogan Bailey, and Sadie Embser.

RIT High School Junior Awards

ing Medal and Scholarship by Wellsville 
Secondary School Counselors and Admin-
istration.  They have also nominated Brogan 
Bailey and Sadie Embser to receive the RIT 
Creativity and Innovation Award.  Nominees 
for the awards program must rank in the 
top 10% of the junior class, demonstrate 
leadership in school and community, and be 
pursuing a rigorous college-preparatory cur-
riculum.  Students selected to receive these 
awards are eligible for a $28,000 scholarship 
($7,000 per year) if accepted and enroll at 
RIT.  Students may use these scholarships 
to pursue any of the baccalaureate degree 
programs available at RIT.

Big 30 Academic Team
The Principal’s Association, comprised 

of both New York and Pennsylvania schools 
that lie within “Big 30 Area,” has formulated 
a selection process which allows each school 
to nominate a student to the “Big 30 Academic 
Team.”  These students -- along with their 
parents, principals and superintendent -- are 
honored at an annual awards dinner.  This 
year's dinner will be held on Monday, May 15, 
at the Old Library Restaurant in Olean.

We are proud to announce Madison Ew-
ing has been chosen as the nominee for the 
Wellsville Secondary School for the 2016-
2017 school year.  The criteria for this award is 
based on academics, 90% (raw grades, courses 

Story Continued on Page 7
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2017-18 Budget At-A-Glance
Proposed Budget $29,227,175
Budget Increase  +0.65%
Proposed Tax Levy Decrease -0.5%

Budget Hearing -- Tuesday, May 2
6 p.m., Middle School Room 212A

Vote -- Tuesday, May 16
7 a.m. to 9 p.m., Secondary School Lobby 

(river side entrance)

From the Wellsville BOE and Administration
Dear Residents,

The Wellsville Central School District’s mission statement continues to guide our budget decisions, “To 
prepare our students to be successful, contributing members of their communities through excellence 
in education.”

After three years of no tax increase, we've gone a step further this year in preparing a fiscally responsible 
budget.  The 2017-2018 budget includes a .5 (or 1/2 percent) DECREASE in the tax levy.  The 2017-
2018 budget-to-budget increase is 0.65%.  This increase is being covered by an increase in state aid.

We continue to be proud of our staff members who are dedicated to educating our children and greatly appre-
ciate our incredible facilities.  We must continue to work together in order to prepare our students to be able 
to meet the educational challenges they face not only today, but also in their futures.

We are truly grateful to a community that is supportive of our schools and students.  We encourage you to be 
informed about the budget.  Join us for our public budget hearing on May 2 at 6 p.m. in our Middle School 
Room 212A, and then please exercise your right to vote on the budget in the Wellsville Secondary School 
Lobby (river side entrance) on May 16, 2017, between the hours of 7 a.m. and 9 p.m.  We also encourage you 
to contact the district office (596-2170) with any questions you may have regarding the Wellsville Central 
School District.

12-Year Comparison 
of Tax Levy Increases

Year Change in 
Levy 

2006-2007  3.25% 
2007-2008 3.67% 
2008-2009  3.76% 
2009-2010 3.97% 
2010-2011  4.00% 
2011-2012 2.46% 
2012-2013  1.50% 
2013-2014 1.00% 
2014-2015 0.00% 
2015-2016 0.00% 
2016-2017 0.00% 

2017-2018 -0.50% 
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Continued on Page 4

Four Candidates Running for Three Seats on School Board
Four candidates are running for election to the Wellsville Central School Board of Education.  The Board has 

two (2) three-year term of offices and one (1) two-year term of office open.   The third place candidate via vote 
total will received the two (2) year term vacancy.  The following individuals will appear on the ballot for the 
May 16, 2017, school board election in this order:

1) George Kinnicutt 2) Alan Mosher 3) Constance Synakowski  4) Rex Olson

2017-2018 Proposed Expenditure Summary

VOTE on Tuesday, May 16, 2017, 7 a.m - 9 p.m., 
in Secondary School Lobby [river side entrance].

Voting Qualifications
A person shall be entitled to vote at 

this meeting and election of School 
District Officers and upon other matters, 
which may be brought before such 
meeting, and election who is:

a) A citizen of the United States; 
b) 18 years of age; and 
c) A resident within the District for a 

period of 30 days preceding the election.
Board of Education, Wellsville 

Central School District No. 1 of towns 
of Wellsville, Willing, Scio, Alma, 
Andover, and Independence,  
Allegany County, New York.
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2017-2018 Detailed Revenue Summary

LEGAL NOTICE OF ANNUAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT MEETING

The Board of Education of the Wellsville 
Central School District, Wellsville, New 
York, hereby gives notice that an Annual 
District Meeting on the proposed 2017-18 
budget (being Proposition No 1) and related 
propositions will be held at Wellsville Central 
School, Wellsville, New York, Secondary 
School Room 212A, 126 West State St., 
on the 2nd  day of May, 2017, beginning at 
6:00 p.m.

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that a copy 
of the statement of the amount of money 
which will be required for the ensuing year 
for school purpose, exclusive of public mon-
eys, may be obtained by any taxpayer in the 
District during the fourteen (14) days preced-
ing May 16, 2017, except Saturday, Sunday, 
or a holiday, at the following school house in 
which school is maintained during the hours 
designated: Wellsville Central School District 
Office, 126 West State Street, Wellsville, NY  
14895  between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 
4:00 p.m.

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that peti-
tions nominating candidates for the office 

of member of the Board of Education must 
be filed with the Clerk of the District, 126 
West State St., Wellsville, NY not later than 
5:00 p.m. on April 17, 2017.  The following 
vacancies are occurring:

Three (3) year term to expire June 30, 
2020  (2 Vacancies)

*Two (2) year term to expire June 30, 
2019  (1 Vacancy)

*Third place candidate via vote total 
will receive the two (2) year term vacancy.

Each petition must be directed to the 
Clerk of the District, must be signed by at 
least twenty-five (25) qualified voters of the 
District, must be filed with the district at least 
thirty (30) days prior to the budget vote on 
May 16, 2017, and must state the name and 
residence of the candidate.

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that voting 
will be held on May 16, 2017, between the 
hours of 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. in the Sec-
ondary School Lobby (river side entrance) 
for the voting upon the election of three (3) 
board members of the Board of Education and 
to vote upon the acceptance of the proposed 
budget (being PROPOSITION NO. 1) for 
the school year 2017-18 and: 

PROPOSITION NO. 2 RESOLVED 
that the Board of Education of the Wellsville 
Central School District No. 1 of the County of 
Allegany, is hereby authorized and directed to 
purchase two (2) 65 passenger conventional 
buses at a total maximum cost of $240,000 
or so much thereof as may be necessary to be 
raised by taxes on the taxable property of the 
said school district and to issue obligations of 
the school district, therefore, in accordance 
with the education law and local finance law:

PROPOSITION NO. 3 RESOLVED 
that the Board of Education of the Wellsville 
Central School District No. 1 of the County of 
Allegany, is hereby authorized and directed to 
increase the annual tax levy to an additional 
$3,922 and to pay over such funds to the 
trustees of the David A. Howe Public Library.

AND NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that 
applications for absentee ballots to vote on 
these propositions may be applied for at the 
office of the School District Clerk, 126 West 
State St., Wellsville, NY at least seven days 
before the date of the aforesaid district meet-
ing if the ballot is to be mailed to the voter, or 
the day before such district meeting if the bal-
lot is to be delivered personally to the voter.  
A list of all persons to whom absentee ballots 
shall have been issued shall be available for 
public inspection in the office of the District 
Clerk during regular office hours on each of 
the five days prior to the day of the vote (ex-
cluding Saturday, Sunday, or a holiday) and 
such list shall also be posted conspicuously at 
the place of voting.  An absentee ballot must 
reach the office of the District Clerk, 126 
West State St., Wellsville, NY not later than 
4:00 p.m. on the day of such district meeting.

Notice is also given that there will be no 
separate registration required to vote in the 
election of School Board members or for the 
budget or separate propositions.

A person shall be entitled to vote at this 
meeting and election of School District Of-
ficers and upon other matters, which may be 
brought before such meeting, and election 
who is:

a) A citizen of the United States, b) 18 
years of age, c) A resident within the District 
for a period of 30 days prior to the meeting 
or election at which he or she offers to vote.

Board of Education, Wellsville Central 
School District No 1 of towns of Wellsville, 
Willing, Scio, Alma, Andover, and Indepen-
dence, Allegany County, New York.

By Dawn Youmans, District Clerk, 
Wellsville Central School.
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School District Budget Notice

Overall Budget Proposal
Budget Adopted 
for the 2016-17

School Year

Budget Proposed 
for the 2017-18

School Year

Contingency Budget
for the 2017-18          
School Year *

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $29,039,629 $29,227,175 $29,045,375

Increase/Decrease for the 2017-18 School Year $187,546 $5,746

Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget 0.65% 0.02%

Change in the Consumer Price Index 1.26%

A.  Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $8,388,802 $8,346,858

B.  Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable $0 $0

C.  Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable ** $0 $0

D.  Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy $0 $0

E.  Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A + B + C - D) $8,388,802 $8,346,858 $8,388,802

F.  Total Permissible Exclusions $122,645 $0

G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $8,266,159 $8,370,311

H.  Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support Library 
Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions (E – B – F + D) $8,266,157 $8,346,858

+I.  Difference: G – H (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval –
      See Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions) ** $2 $23,453

Administrative Component $3,110,485 $3,652,605 $3,096,805

Program Component $19,587,723 $19,625,188 $20,019,188

Capital Component $6,341,421 $5,949,382 $5,929,382

* Provide a statement of assumptions made in projecting a contingency budget for the 2017-18 school year, should the proposed budget be defeated 
pursuant to Section 2023 of the Education Law.

** List Separate Propositions that are not included in 
the Total Budgeted Amount: (Tax Levy associated 
with educational or transportation services 
propositions are not eligible for exclusion and may 
affect voter approval requirements)

Description Amount
Proposition 2-Authorization to borrow for the purchase of 2 buses $240,000

Proposition 3-Authorization to increase the David A. Howe Library 
levy

$3,922

Under the Budget Proposed 
for the 2017-18 School Year

Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings1 $674

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2017-18 by the qualified voters of the Wellsville Central School District, Allegany County, New York, will be 
held at the Wellsville Secondary School (River Side Entrance) in said district on Tuesday, May 16, 2017 between the hours of 7:00am and 9:00pm, 
prevailing time in the Wellsville Secondary School at which time the polls will be opened to vote by voting ballot or machine.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-
1. The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.
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Guidance News
Important Dates

May 1 - Allegany County National Honor Society Banquet
May 3-12 - Advanced Placement Exams
May 5 - Deadline to register for the June 10, 2017 ACT College Entrance Exam to be given at WSS.  Please register online at 

                       http://www.act.org.  Late registration deadline is May 19, 2017.
May 6 - SAT College Entrance Exam to be given at WSS.  Students should be at the high school by 7:45 a.m.  Please bring your   

                      identification, admission ticket, two #2 pencils, and a calculator.
May 11 - Marking Period 4 progress report period ends. 
May 15 - Marking Period 4 progress reports are available on the parent portal.
May 15 - “Big 30” Academic Team Scholarship Banquet at 6 p.m., Old Library Restaurant
May 16 - Budget Vote, Secondary School Lobby (river side entrance), 7 a.m. – 9 p.m.
May 18-20 - Class of 2017 senior class trip.  All seniors not attending the senior trip must be in school May 18 & 19.
                      All senior classes will be in session on that day.
May 21 - Allegany Area Foundation Dollars for Scholars Award Ceremony – 3:00 pm
May 29 - NO SCHOOL - Memorial Day holiday
June 3 - Junior/Senior Prom
June 5 - Allegany County Area Foundation Scholarship Awards
June 6 - Dinner for seniors and their families (dine-in only) – 5-7 p.m.; Senior Art Show, 5 p.m., Wellsville Secondary School;
               Senior Scholarship Night, 7 p.m., Wellsville Secondary School Auditorium
June 10 - ACT College Entrance Exam to be given at WSS.  Students should be at the high school by 7:45 a.m.  Please bring your
                identification, admission ticket, two #2 pencils, and a calculator.
June 12 - Last day of classes for high school
June 13-22 - Regents and RCT Exams
June 23 - Marking Period 4 report cards are available on the parent portal
June 23 - Graduation, 7 p.m., at Wellsville Secondary School
June 26 - July 20 - Session 1 – Driver Education
July 24 - August 15 - Session 2 – Driver Education
July 10 - August 10 - Summer School
August 14 & 15 - Regents Review
August 16 & 17 - Regents Exams 

Scholarship Deadlines
The Wellsville Secondary School Guidance and Counseling Office would like to share with you valuable information the Class of 

2017 is currently receiving about local scholarship opportunities.  Listed below are local scholarship opportunities and their deadlines 
that are available to the Class of 2017.  Applications for these scholarships are available in 
the Guidance Office.  Please stop by Guidance or call 585-596-2160 with any questions.  
Please do not let these opportunities pass you by!

May 1 - Steuben Trust Company Scholarship, Friends of Allegany Arc Scholarship,
               Morrison Hayes Post #702 American Legion Scholarship, and 
               James L. Scotchmer Memorial Scholarship
May 5 - Elizabeth Walchli Memorial Scholarship, American Legion Scholarship
               Trust, and Wellsville Elementary PTA Scholarship
June 1 - David Wallace Memorial Scholarship
June 15 - Future Leader in Conservation Scholastic Scholarship

Medal and Scholarship Program Winner
For many years, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, in conjunction with high schools 

around the country, has awarded the Rensselaer Medal to high school juniors who have 
distinguished themselves in mathematics and science.  The RPI Medal in Science and Math 
has been awarded to Tyler Watson (at right), a member of the Class of 2018.

Story Continued on Page 16
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studied and their difficulty, college entrance 
scores, and grade averages, on a scale of 100 
being the best), and the other 10% is the stu-
dent’s involvement in and outside of school.  

Madison is a top academic performer 
whose grades and college test scores are 
exemplary. She is a positive contributor 
in her school and community, and she has 
received the highest accolades from her 
principal.  Congratulations, Madison, on 
this outstanding award!

Big 30 -- From Page 1

Mrs. Grimes and Miss Marlinski's 
Pre-Kindergarten classes teamed up 
to design boats which would float!  All 
of the students worked hard in the 
MakerSpace, where they used up to five 
different recycled materials to design and 
build their watercraft entirely on their 
own.  Mrs. Grimes said, “We tested the 
boats and discussed floating and sinking, 
as well as what materials made the boats 
float.  Upon completion, the students were 
asked to predict whether their boat would 
sink or float and then they tested their 
boats in the water.  This was an engaging, 
hands-on, student led STEM project 
that both the students and the teachers 
thoroughly enjoyed.”

Whatever Floats Your Boat . . .

WCS Mission Statement 
"Our mission is to prepare 

our students to be successful, 
contributing members of 

their communities through 
excellence in education."

will be produced monthly as a service 
to district residents, taxpayers, students, 
parents, and employees.  Staff mem-
bers and others can submit informa-
tion on significant events via e-mail 
to the designated reporter for their 
building by the following deadline(s):
June 2016 May 13

WCS Calendar of Events
April 25 - PTA Meeting, Elementary Library, 6 p.m.
May 1-12 - Advanced Placement Exams
May 2-4 - NYS Math Assessment
May 2 - Budget Hearing, Secondary School Room 212A, 6 p.m.
May 2 - BOE Meeting, Secondary School Room 212A, 6:30 p.m.
May 5 - Grades 6-8 Report Cards Mailed
May 6 - SAT Exam
May 16 - Budget Vote, Secondary School Lobby (river side), 7 a.m. – 9 p.m.
May 16 - Grades 6-8 Spring Concert, 7 p.m., Secondary School Auditorium
May 16 - BOE Meeting, District Office, 9:15 p.m.
May 18-21 - Senior Trip to New York City
May 19-20 - Houghton Strings Festival, Houghton, NY
May 23 - Eastside NYSSMA Instrumental Majors, Elmira H.S.
May 23 - PTA Meeting, Elementary Library, 6 p.m.
May 23 - Grades 9-12 Spring Concert, 7 p.m., Secondary School Auditorium
May 24 - Elementary School Spring Concert, 7 p.m., Secondary Auditorium
May 24 - June 2 - NYS Science Performance Test
May 25 - NYSSMA Choral Majors, Prattsburg Central School
May 26 - HALF DAY OF SCHOOL - Dismissals: Secondary - 10:40 a.m.,
 Elementary - 11:30 a.m.
May 29 - NO SCHOOL -- Memorial Day
June 1 - JUMP Day (Weather Permitting)
June 2 - JUMP Day (Make-up if needed)
June 2-3 - NYSSMA Solo Festival, Bolivar-Richburg
June 3 - Junior-Senior Prom & After Prom Party
June 5 - NYS Science Written Test
June 5 - BOE Meeting, Secondary School, Room 212A, 6:30 p.m.
June 6 - Senior Scholarship Night, 7 p.m., Secondary Aud.
June 7 - An Encore Performance, 7 p.m., David A. Howe Library
June 10 - ACT Exam
June 13-22 - Regents Exams
June 20 - Elementary Report Cards Mailed
June 23 - Graduation, 7 p.m., Wesllville Secondary School
June 23 - Grades 9-12 Report Cards available on parent portal
June 26 - Grades 6-8 Report Cards Mailed
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Budget Vote & School Board Election on Tuesday, May 16, 
Secondary School Lobby (river side entrance), 7 a.m. - 9 p.m. 

Guidance -- From Page 6

The Medal was first presented in 1916 
with two purposes: to recognize the su-
perlative academic achievement of young 
men and women, and to motivate students 
toward careers in science, engineering, and 
technology.

This $25,000 per year merit scholarship 
is guaranteed for four years for each medal-
ist who applies, is accepted, and chooses 
to enroll at Rensselaer.  Rensselaer will be 
hosting an open house for all medalists in 
the fall of 2017.

Sage Awards Announced
Mitzi Kalkbrenner (far right) and 

Trinity Roulo (near right), Class of 2018, 
have been named the “Student Sage” from 
Wellsville Secondary School.  The “Student 
Sage Award” enables high schools to honor 
juniors from their school community with 
this nomination.  Recipients of the award 
will receive a “Student Sage” pin, a certifi-
cate of nomination, and an invitation to the 
Russell Sage College Student Sage Scholars’ 
Reception during their senior year.  Upon 
admission, the student nominees will be 
eligible for a scholarship to RSC.

Qualifying nominees are guaranteed a 
minimum of $5,000 per year toward tuition 
at Russell Sage College or Sage College of 

Albany.  In addition, all Student Sage ap-
plicants will be automatically reviewed for 
additional merit aid, bringing their possible 
total scholarship to $10,000 per year.

Congratulations to these fine young 
ladies on their nominations!

Clarkson Leadership & 
Achievement Awards 
Announced

Clarkson University would once again 
like to recognize two top juniors.  The 
juniors selected for the Clarkson Leader-
ship & Clarkson Achievement Awards will 
qualify for a $60,000 ($15,000 per year) or 

$48,000 ($12,000 per year) tuition scholar-
ship, respectively, over four years should 
the students apply, be accepted and choose 
to enroll at Clarkson University.  To be 
eligible for the Clarkson Leadership Award 
or Clarkson Achievement Award the juniors 
must be recognized by students and faculty 
as having been a positive contributor to 
school and community, demonstrate leader-
ship qualities, be enrolled in a college-bound 
program and achieve an academic class rank 
in the top 15%.

The Clarkson University Leadership 
Award has been awarded to Jessica Spi-
nelli (above, left).  The Clarkson University 
Achievement Award has been awarded to 
Zhen Ting Li (above, right).

Early Dismissal on Friday, May 26.  School CLOSED Monday, May 29, for Memorial Day.


